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THE PROUD ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MAY – DEC ‘16  IN THIS ISSUE 

It has only been seven months into the school 

year, yet so much has happened – both in 

Norway and in the Philippines. 

July 2 of 2016 marked the start of renewed A 

Million Voices Norway – with six new 

members joining the board. The new (and 

existing) members bring with them valuable 

expertise and fresh ideas. Not to say, it is quite 

the international group with ties to Norway, 

Germany, Singapore and the Philippines! 

A renewal of A Million Voices Philippines has 

also taken place. The organization has shifted 

from being a branch office to becoming a local 

NGO with a local board – meaning that the 

organization is able to establish itself further 

in the Philippines as an independent partner 

of A Million Voices Norway. With this change, 

an incredible experienced Board has been 

summoned – supported by a new Daily 

Manager, Ms Larissa Tsuboi. 

The scholars have already completed two 

semesters – with good grades and minimum 

absence to show. This December they are 

celebrating the end of the semester – and the 

beginning of the Holiday Season – at the Mind 

Museum; an activity held in collaboration with 

NetSuite, one of our corporate partners.  

 In line with all the renewals, our scholars took 

the lead in ensuring that our office received a 

makeover. We now have an office that radiates 

warmth – vividly colorful and bright. A good 

representation of the future that lies ahead. 

As we reach the end of 2016, we look ahead with 

great enthusiasm towards the developments 

that lie ahead in the upcoming year.  

 

Wishing everyone Happy Holidays! 

 

Scholar Activities 
There have been some exciting – and challenging – 
activities lined up for the scholars this year. Read more 

about it in this issue. 
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Run for Fun 
Running can be fun, especially when it is with a purpose. 

Which is what happened when Enshored invited for a 

running activity.  
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A New Year – A New AMV  
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AMV has been actively pursuing new and 

exciting partnerships over the past year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One program that AMV has been able to be 

included in is one of NetSuite –a company 

providing access to free cloud based 

databases, as well as voluntary IT services 

and seminar invitations.   

On November 9, almost 200 leaders from 

the sectors of nonprofit, social enterprise, 

government and education gathered at the 

AIM Conference Center in Manila for 

NetSuite.org’s 2nd annual Social Impact 

Accelerated Conference. 

The Conference was led by speakers from 

organizations such as Asian NGO, Gawad 

Kalinga and Tech for Good, who shared with 

the audience the importance of gathering, 

storing and presenting collected data to 

achieve high social impact. From small 

NGOs to governmental agencies, guests had 

the opportunity to share their daily challenges 

in dealing with technology and the benefits of 

embracing it! 

 

 

 

 

There is now a new way to support AMV: 

through Mercify! It is a mobile app to auction 

off real life meetings with yourself, from 

simplest coffees to shared activities to 

education/advice. Other users place bids to 

win this meeting and the highest bidder pays 

to benefit a nonprofit of your choice. We are 

happy to share that A Million Voices is on the 

list!  

The app is designed to encourage users to 

socialize offline and render support to those in 

need at the same time, anywhere around the 

world. You can find the app on iTunes: 

https://itunes.apple.com/app/id1147230566  

 

 

 

Social Impact Accelerated 

Auction yourself for AMV 
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SPONSORED BY G TRAVEL 

 

The Corporate Sponsorship 
 

The travel agency G Travel is a long time donor of A 
Million Voices and is a sponsor for several of our 

programs and activities. These include: 

• Transportation Service  

The School Transportation is for scholars who 

are in need of assistance with getting to 

school on a daily basis.  

• Tutorial Sessions 

Scholars who have academic struggles attend 

follow-up tutorials after school through 

group or one-on-one sessions. This to ensure 

that they are able to keep up with the overall 

level of education in their year. 

• Health Assistance  

Scholars receive a fixed allowance for 

medicine, laboratory and health check-ups, 

always paid for or purchased by AMV directly. 
A Community Development Worker/Social 

Worker is also in the team to ensure that any 

issues are handled properly. 

• Scholar Activities 

To strengthen the bond between the scholars 

and their family, we have activities where 

they get to be themselves and enjoy a time-

out – with an academic lesson included.  

• Travel Support 

G Travel sponsors travel costs for one visit per 

year to the Philippines for an A Million Voices 
Norway staff.  This is to ensure that proper 

monitoring can be carried out without using 

vital funds which could be better employed 

for projects. 

   

     WANT TO JOIN HANDS AS A PARTNER? 

We would love to discuss any potential 

partnership with you. Do not hesitate to get in 

touch! You can reach us at: 

amillionvoices@amillionvoices.no 
 

A Million Voices’ scholars, staff and volunteers 

gathered on October 29 for a colorful and fun-

filled Saturday at the AMV office for the 

repainting of its many walls. 

On this Saturday morning, AMV scholars, 

many wearing blue shirts with the words 

“Importante AKO” (translation: I am 

important), arrived at our office not really 

knowing what to expect. The orientation until 

then had basically been: “you will paint our 

office”. 

The painting session was in total attended by 

22 scholars from grades 6 to 10, divided in 3 

batches. From morning until afternoon, an 

additional 14 volunteers of Philippine, 

Brazilian and French nationalities also left 

their colorful contribution on the walls of AMV 

(as well through donations to the activity and 

preparations of meals for the kids). 

Led by the renowned Spanish Painter Cesar 

Caballero, the activity aimed to creating a 

ludic and educational environment for the 

scholars. “We want them to find in this room a 

place where they can forget their own 

difficulties and focus on their studies and 

dreams for the future”, said Larissa Tsuboi, 

Executive Director of AMV Philippines. 

Caballero was invited to guide the activity due 

to his extensive experience and knowledge on 

drawing, design, mural-making and art 

restoration. He often conducts mural 

paintings with street children in other parts of 

Manila and slum areas. He was also 

responsible for projects for the Ayala Museum 

and the Embassy of Spain, aside from having 

exhibitions being displayed in Paris, Sevilla, 

Barcelona and Madrid. 

The activity was well received by both scholars 

and volunteers, and as AMV volunteer Kat 

Ledesma shared: “What I liked the most with 

this activity was that the scholars were really 

involved in the process of designing the walls. 

There was this sense of ownership, that they 

belong here”. 

We are grateful for everyone who participated 

in this event – and our office truly looks 

fantastic! 

If you visit our website or Facebook page, you 

can view a video that captures moments from 

the activity. 

     

Paintbrushes up = Masterpiece on the walls! 
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Fun Run with Enshored 

Together with employees of Enshored, a 

BPO company established in the country 

in 2014, our scholars joined their first Fun 

Run, which aimed to promote healthy 

lifestyle and exchange experiences 

between people from different 

backgrounds. But for that Saturday 

morning specifically, everyone was 

looking forward to have fun and spend a 

good time together outside their usual 

environments, such as office buildings 

and school classrooms. 

When Jhommer, an AMV student from 

grade 6, woke up at 4:30am to ensure he 

would be on time for the run, little did he 

know he would go back home with a Gift 

Certificate worth of meals in local 

restaurants for winning the competition. 

Jhommer was able to complete the full 

route of 2.2 Km in only 14’26’’. Aside from 

the prize, all scholars received a water 

tumbler and a towel. 

 

School Supplies Distribution 

The scholars of AMV receive several 

school needs as part of their program. 

Some of them are continuous on a daily 

or quarterly basis. Such as daily school 

meals that they sign for in their school 

canteens. And, project needs that they 

may have for any school projects due in 

various classes. Other school needs that 

are covered quite comprehensive are 

school supplies and uniforms.  

 

 

 

 

Twice a year there is a distribution with 

all the school supplies a student may 

need for the next months of his/her 

schooling, such as notebooks, Carolina, 

Crayola, pens, pad paper, correction 

fluid, calculator, eraser, sharpener, 

pencils, and much more.  

 

Annual Physical Examination  

Part of the Health Assistance is a 

thorough monitoring of the scholar’s 

well-being. Thus, all scholars undergo a 

yearly physical examination at a private 

clinic. This way it is possible to ensure 

that even the slightest health changes 

may be discovered and addressed. This is 

in addition to a year round free medical 

consultation service. 

 

Sponsor Card Making 

All scholars of AMV have scholarship 

sponsors – may they be in the 

Philippines, the US or Norway. It has 

become a tradition every December for 

the scholars to design a card of 

recognition to their sponsors for their 

valuable support. The card making 

activity is made into a fun-filled day 

where the scholars get to test out new 

ways of card making and practice their 

English skills for the card contents. 

This year, two architect volunteers took 

the initiative to teach the scholars how to 

make kirigami and to draw using 

different types of cards. Each card 

customized according to their own 

creativity.                                 

 

 

 

    SNAPSHOTS 

 

School Supplies Distribution 

 

 

Fun Run 

 

 

 

Card Making 

Scholar Activities 
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Follow A Million Voices on social media – we are everywhere! 

Twitter:        https://twitter.com/AMillVoices 

Instagram:  http://instagram.com/amillionvoices 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/amillionvoicesamv 

Website:      http://www.amillionvoices.no 

 

To get in touch with us, you are encouraged to use the following contact details: 

 

Phone:         +4797085352 

E-mail:         amillionvoices@amillionvoices.no 

Visit:             Room 210, De Villa Bldg, 1153 M.H. Del Pilar, Ermita, Manila, the Philippines 

An Introduction of the New Norway Board 
Us to You 

From left: Jessica Holterhof , Charlotte Johansen, Iris Carla De Jesus, Marthe Furuvald, Audun Omdal, Camilla Johnsen,  

Lene Stautland, Tracey Gravador (not pictured) 

 


